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MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES — VASSE 

1095. Hon LYNN MacLAREN to the Minister for Mental Health: 
(1) What state government assistance is provided to mental health services in the Vasse electorate? 

(2) Is the minister aware that Lamp Inc could close its doors due to reductions in federal and state funding? 

(3) What is the state government doing to ensure the viability of mental health services in Vasse? 

Hon HELEN MORTON replied: 
There must be a by-election on, Mr President! I thank the member for some notice of this question. Is the 
member aware that this issue has been debated fully in this chamber to date? Probably not—she has not heard 
about it! 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! The minister has been asked a question and I believe she will try to answer it. 

Hon HELEN MORTON: Thank you, Mr President; and answering it will be very, very simple! 

(1) The response to this part of the question I have, which is about the seven or eight different organisations 
that provide mental health services to that area, is in tabular form. I therefore seek leave to have it 
incorporated into Hansard as part of the question, rather than go through each one. 

Leave granted. 

The following material was incorporated — 

WA Country Health Service (WACHS) – South West provides the following public mental health services in the 
Warren/Blackwood and Vasse districts: 

• Community Adult Mental Health Services. 

• Child and Adolescent Mental Health Community Services. 

• Older Adult Mental Health Services. 
Residents of Warren/Blackwood and Vasse also have access to the Bunbury Hospital Inpatient Mental Health Unit. 
Additionally, Table 1 (below) outlines the non-government organisations receiving funding from the Mental Health Commission 
(MHC) to provide community mental health support services in the Warren/Blackwood and Vasse districts in the 
2014/15 financial year. 
Table 1: MHC funded non-government organisations in Warren/Blackwood and Vasse region 2014/15 

Service Provider Service Type Location Catchment/ Service 
Area 

Indicative 2014/15 
Funding (ex GST) 

Collie Family Centre Inc. Counselling – face to face Collie South West $78,058 
Tendercare Personalised Support – Other  South West $177,567 

Family and Carer Support  South West $33,376 

Lamp Inc Family and Carer Support Busselton Lower South West and 
Lower Great Southern 
health service areas 

$130,096 

Personalised Support – Linked to 
Housing 

Bunbury South West $73,684 

Personalised Support - Other Busselton Vasse-Leeuwin and 
Margaret River-
Augusta communities 
in the Lower South 
West health service 
area 

$197,923 

Pathways South West 
Inc. 

Family and Carer Support Bunbury South West $136,691 
Personalised Support – Linked to 
Housing 

Bunbury South West $98,154 

Personalised Support - Other Bunbury South West $498,386 
Richmond Fellowship of 
WA Inc. 

Staffed Residential Services – 
Community Supported 

Bunbury South West $1,096,541 
Busselton South West $812,253 
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Residential Units 
Enable Southwest Individualised Community Living Bunbury South West $263,860 

Busselton South West $218,555 
NOTE: Funding to Enable Southwest in 2014-15 will be dependent on the annual review of each 
individual, but is expected to be consistent with 2013-14.  

TOTAL    $3,815,144 

 

Hon HELEN MORTON: The total amount there for state funded services for 2014–15 is $3 815 144. 

(2) As the minister, I met with the CEO of Lamp in July 2014 and subsequently provided written 
correspondence confirming that there will be no reduction in Western Australian state government 
funding. I do not know how many times I have to say that before that information sinks into the heads 
of people who are trying to say otherwise. It is in writing. I have said it in this Parliament and I have 
said it in the community. I have said it publicly through the newspapers. I do not know why people do 
not want to take that information on board, because it is absolutely clear. It might be that there is a by-
election on and somebody is trying to create — 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order, members! Minister, is there more to the answer? 

Hon HELEN MORTON: Yes, there is, Mr President—lots more. 

The issue that the member is referring to is a federal funding issue and is being dealt with through the 
commonwealth Department of Social Services. However, I understand that the commonwealth government 
tenders for the next years are still being considered by the Department of Social Services. 

Hon Adele Farina: The lower south west is not eligible, and you know that. 

Hon HELEN MORTON: That is not true. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! This is question time; it is not a debate on a motion, so let us have the answer to the 
question, minister. 

Hon HELEN MORTON: Thanks very much, Mr President. The answer continues — 

(3) The state government is committed to ensuring mental health services are available in the Vasse region. 
The total budget allocation for the WA Country Health Service, south west public mental health 
services and non-government organisations providing community mental health services in the region is 
$26 729 031 in the 2014–15 financial year. The Western Australian mental health, alcohol and other 
drugs service plan will consider the ongoing service needs across Western Australia, including the 
Vasse region, over the next 10 years. 

WA Country Health Service south west provides the following public mental health services in the 
Warren–Blackwood and Vasse districts: community adult mental health services, child and adolescent 
mental health community services, and older adult mental health services. Residents of  
Warren–Blackwood and Vasse also have access to the Bunbury Hospital inpatient mental health unit. 
As I indicated, the table I incorporated outlines the non-government organisations receiving funding 
from the Mental Health Commission. 
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